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MEMORANDUM FOR: 

PROM: 

SUBJECT: 

Summary 

The Director received a short personal letter from John R. 
Silber, the president of Boston University , transmitting a copy 
of Boston University's letter to P/DB concerning the proposals 
submitted under the Afghan Media Project. 

Background 

Boston University was one of five organizations which were 
invited by the Agency to submit detailed grant proposals by 
December 9, 1985. The invitations resulted from the 
recommendation of a senior agency evaluation panel which 
reviewed 23 concept papers submitted by the public in response 
to the Agency *8 Federal Register announcement of August 26, 
1985. Because of a disagreement between Mr. Silber and the 
Dean of the School's college of Communications on the approach 
to training requirements under the Afghan Media Project, .Boston 
University submitted two separate grant proposals. These 
proposals will be reviewed by the evaluation panel on December 
19 and a recommendation made to the Agency. Preliminarily it 
appears that Boston University has a good chance to participate 
in the program as a sub-contractor to the principal grantee 
based upon its experience in training Third world journalists. 
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Recommendation 

That the Director sign the enclosed response to Mr. 
letter . 
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Release* by the 

United States Inf traatlnn Agency 

Under the Freezes of Information 

Act. Pate 

MAR 1 . 1988 



Dear Johns 

Thank you for your letttr of Dtceibt r ( indicating your 
willingness to assist in novating too blackout the Soviets have 
imposed on their activities in Afghanistan (see copy 
attached). X also appreciate your sending me a copy of your 
correspondence transmitting proposals submit ted by Boston 
University under the Afghan Media Project. X understand that a 
panel composed of senior Agency officers with expertise in the 
relevant fields , along with a representative fron the private 
sector, convened on December 19 to evaluate your proposal along 
with the others. The evaluation process is currently in 
progress. X can assure you that Boston University's proposals 
will be given the highest consideration. 

As you are aware, Congress has charged DSIA with the formidable 
task of promoting the establishment of an independent Afghan 
media service by the Afghan people and the training of Afghans 
in media and media related fields. I am sure that you are 
aware of the difficulties inherent in achieving a successful 
resolution of the task set out for us. However, with adequate 
resources and the cooperation of organisations such as Boston 
University and others, USIA will succeed in its efforts to help 
the Afghan people to tell their story. 

We continue to strive, through our collective efforts, for the 
withdrawal of the Soviet military forces and an end to the 
suffering of the Afghan people so that they may become the 
masters of their own destiny. 

Best wishes. 

Sincerely, 



Charles z. Wick 
Director 
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Office of the President 

Boston University 
147 Bay State Road 
Boston, Massachusetts 022 1 S 




December 6, 1985 



The Honorable Charles Z. Wick 

Director 

United States Information Agency 

301 Fourth Street, S.W. 

Washington, D.C. 29547 

Dear Charles: 

I enclose a copy of my letter of introduction to the Boston 
University proposals for the USIA's Afghan Media Project. I will 
not burden you with the proposals themselves: I believe the letter 
speaks for itself. 

Boston University would be delighted to help punch some holes in 
the blackout the Soviets have imposed on their criminal behavior in 
Afghanistan. The Afghans themselves have done a great job of making 
the Soviets pay a high military price for their imperialism. It's 
about time the Soviets paid a political price, too. 

With best wishes,. 

Yours sincerely, 




JRS/w 
Enclosure 



Office of the President 

Boston University 
147 Bay State Road 
Boston, Massachusetts 02215 




December 6, 1985 



Mr. Saul S. Gefter, Director 

Afghan Media Staff 

United States Information Agency* Room 550 

301 Fourth Street, S.W. 

Washington. D.C. 20547 

Dear Mr. Gefter: 

On behalf of Boston University, I am pleased to enclose two 
proposals relating to the Afghan Media Project for consideration by 
the United States Information Agency. 

One of these 'submissions, prepared by the Dean and members of 
the faculty of the University's College of Communication, proposes a 
training program to be conducted in Boston. It is, I believe, 
accurate to say that many of those at Boston University who have 
considered this matter regard this *t the ideal way to offer such 
training. I, too, believe that under appropriate circumstances this 
would be ideal, and I hope that you will give this proposal your 
careful consideration. 

The other proposal, prepared under my direction by members of 
the central administration of the University and administrators and 
faculty members from the Boston University College of Communication 
and Center for International Relations, outlines a program in which 
the bulk of the training will take place in Peshawar, Pakistan. 
This proposal follows the guidelines established by the USIA in 
every particular. 

All of those who have been involved in the development of these 
proposals have expressed their repugnance at the curtain of silence 
which the Soviet Union has drawn around its massive and violent 
invasion and occupation of Afghanistan. Boston University would 
consider it an honor to help pierce that curtain of silence, so that 
the people of the world can learn from the Afghans themselves of the 
terrible fate that the Soviets are trying to impose upon that tragic 
country, and about the courageous struggle for freedom now being 
waged by the Afghan people. 



With best wishes. 



Yours sincerely. 



John R. Silber 



JRS/w 
Enclosures 



